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mistaken principle that education could be
trusted to permeate downwards, and that the
privileges granted to the favoured few would
spread to the masses. As Howell says:
" Education in India under the British Govern-
ment was first ignored, then violently and
successfully opposed, then conducted on a
system now universally admitted to be erroneous,
and finally placed on its present footing."

In 1853, just sixty years after the landing
of Carey in India, Commodore Perry's fleet
entered the Bay of Yedo. Thus Japan was the
first among the nations of the Far East to feel
the influence of the new era. As the Eastern
entrance of Asia and the gateway of the Orient,
this nation has stood in a strategic position in
its relation to the whole continent.

Even as early as the eighth century Japan
possessed a system of education of Buddhist
and Confucian origin.1 Buddhist priests were
the schoolmasters of the people, and the Books
of Confucius, with Chinese history, laws and
mathematics, controlled the Japanese mind.
Thus the earliest system of education in Japan
took shape two hundred years before the founding

1 Chinese books were introduced into Japan from Korea about
A.D. 284. Buddhism entered from Korea in 552. Japanese students
were sent to China to study in A.D. 607. The first schools were
founded in Japan in 664, and the Kojiki, Japan's oldest book, was
published in 712. Printing was introduced in A.D. 770.